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This will be our last ECV@Home liturgy for the time being as we begin a transition towards some small outdoor gatherings for summer worship. It is possible that we will resume these liturgies at some point in the future, but they will
be on pause for now. We hope that you have found not only a fresh encounter with God through these liturgies, but
perhaps even new ways of resting and listening to God that can become a regular part of your life.

A Call to Worship
“Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing” (Ps. 100:2). It is not our circumstances which
always make us glad, but the love and power of God which we respond to with gladness. We worship rightly when we
respond to his presence, and so we invite the Lord to draw near as we begin to worship through song. As we begin
worshipping, play as many of these songs as you would like. Sing along, if you’re able, or find a posture that reflects
your desire to worship God: standing, sitting, laying down in God’s presence, dancing, arms wide or open, all as you
sense the Spirit leading you.

1. Hosanna (Praise Is Rising)
2. Revelation Song
3. We Exalt Thee
4. Reckless Love

Opening Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit, and teach us about your love again. We want to know the fullness of your heart for the world. Teach
us the grace that has been given to us, and the power that has been given to those who ask. Help us to seek and
knock all over again, expecting that you will provide.
The apostle Paul tells us in the letter to the Romans that “God proves his love for us in that while we still were
sinners Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). Rather than having to prove ourselves worthy of love, we receive our
worthiness from the love of God that has always been for us. Rather than deny that we are sinners in order to prove
that we have always been worthy, the gospel permits us to acknowledge our sin without it changing the even more
fundamental fact that we are loved by God. Today we will be reading a story about Sarah, the wife of Abraham, at
a moment when she stands before God and has to understand both things at once, that she has laughed in God’s
face, and that God still loves her and wants to fulfill his promises in her life. As we read and pray, ask God to help
you hold these things together, that you are loved even when you have not proven yourself to be worthy of love. This
is possible only when grace is a free gift from God, when it is his love that can make us worthy. As has been our
custom, we enter into the middle of this truth today by using two ancient Christian practices:
a form of prayer called the examen, and a way of reading Scripture called lectio divina.
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The examen is a form of prayer that Christians can use at regular intervals to reflect back on what God has been
teaching them. During this time after Pentecost, we will be looking back over the previous week to reflect on moments of

TH E E XA ME N

gratitude, so that we can better celebrate God’s goodness. Here’s what such a reflection might look like:
1. Slow down, become aware of God’s presence, and invite the Holy Spirit to fill your mind.
2. Review the last week, asking God to show you moments when you received gifts or graces for which you want to
give thanks.
3. Choose one particular moment or lesson that stands out, and pray about it.
4. Ask for God’s help to see how that moment could allow you to better understand God’s love for you.
5. Close by giving thanks to God for lovingly directing your attention.

Lectio divina encourages us to read Scripture while expecting that God is going to say something particular to us while we
read. This week, we’ll be reading together a story about Sarah in Genesis 18:1-15 and 21:1-7. Here is an example of what it might

L ECT I O D I V I N A

look like to Sarah’s story in this way.
1. Pray, inviting the Holy Spirit to shine a light on the text through your own thoughts and experiences.
2. Read through Genesis 18:1-15 and 21:1-7 slowly, pausing to note any words or images that seem to particularly catch
your attention.
3. Take a few minutes in silence to listen to God with the text fresh in your mind.
4. Read through Genesis 18:1-15 and 21:1-7 a second time, slowly, and as you do, ask yourself where you see God’s truth at
work in this passage.
5. Spend a few minutes praying that the Spirit would give you wisdom and insight about the words or images that have
stuck with you.

Intercessory Prayer
Paul writes in Romans 5:1, “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” Peace in the Bible has always meant more than a lack of hostility. It means wholeness, wellness, a total sufficiency
and confidence in our relationship to God that becomes possible by his love. As we pray for others today, let us pray that
they would experience that kind of peace. Feel free to add your own prayers to these prompts.

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, share your peace with those who believe that violence is the only way to live . . .

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, share your peace with those who suffer under oppression . . .

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, share your peace with those who long to be peacemakers by the power of your presence . . .
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Commit to Action
As we near the end of the liturgy, here are a few prompts for action.
We have a variety of opportunities available to serve and to engage with the ECV community in conversation and
prayer, all of which you can find updated at our website. We also have two opportunities to drop in for prayer through
the 8:46. As a way to remember the 8 minutes and 46 seconds that George Floyd was held down by police as he died,
we will be praying each day at 8:46am and 8:46pm for our country and for God’s justice to be done.

Closing Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit, fall on us in tongues of fire so that our own lips might ignite with praise to you. Give us the words to
preach your good news so that everyone on earth may hear it. Give us healing hands and words of knowledge so that
we might also hear your new life proclaimed over our own hearts. Thank you for drawing so near to us, help us draw near
to you.
“Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm
100:3). Let us go out today confident that we are guided by our shepherd. We belong to the Lord, and we are invited to live
like it!

Note: While this week will be our last ECV@Home liturgy for the time being, we still welcome contributions of poems,
songs, prayers, or other liturgical pieces that can be used in our gatherings this summer. If you would like to make a
contribution, please e-mail patrick@elmcityvineyard.org.
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