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A Call to Worship
Today is Pentecost, a day when we remember and celebrate God’s giving of the Holy Spirit to us, the church. The
best way to celebrate God’s Spirit is to be present with God’s Spirit, to be filled anew with power, peace, and the
promise of God’s love. When we enjoy God’s Spirit, it also causes us to worship, and worship helps us draw near
to God’s Spirit. So today, we invite you to work your way slowly through an alternating pattern of worship and
imaginative prayer, in which we pray by imagining ourselves in Scripture, looking for what God has to say to us.

Prayer and Worship
Begin with a simple prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to draw near to you. Breathe deeply, in and out several times and,
as you do, ask God to fill you again with the Holy Spirit.
We will begin with worship, play one or two of these songs and sing along or just listen. Find a posture that reflects
how you want to be present before God: standing, kneeling, hands open or arms up, whatever seems to fit your need
at the moment.

1. We Exalt Thee
2. God With Us
Together, we will be reading through a passage of Scripture that speaks to the Holy Spirit’s power and graciousness.
As you read each passage, picture yourself in the middle of this scene. Imagine as much detail as you can, and stay
there for a while, watching what is happening. What do you see? What do you feel? Where do you imagine yourself in
this scene? What is God saying to you?

Read Acts 19:1-7
What gift of the Holy Spirit would you like to receive? Take a moment to think about that question, and then pray,
asking that God will fill you with his gifting.
Let’s continue worshipping, delighting in the God who loves us enough to draw near.

3. We Wait in Hope for the Lord
4. Hosanna (Holy, Holy, Holy)
As we continue reading Scripture, again picture yourself in the middle of this scene. Imagine as much detail as you
can, and stay there for a while. Watch and listen for the Word of the Lord.

Read Acts 19:8-12
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Where would you like to see the Holy Spirit intervene in your life, or in the life of someone else? Think about if for a
moment, then pray. Rather than asking God to help, feel the Spirit of God at hand, and take the risk of declaring God’s
loving and healing power over your needs.
Let’s continue worshipping, delighting in the God who loves us enough to draw near.

5. Be Still
6. All Things Rise
As we continue reading Scripture, again picture yourself in the middle of this scene. Imagine as much detail as you can,
and stay there for a while. Watch and listen for the Word of the Lord.

Read Acts 19:13-20
When you draw near to the Spirit, what does the Spirit say over you? Ask God to speak a word over your life, a promise
that can guide and encourage you.

Commit to Action
As we draw to a close, remember that the Holy Spirit is never for us alone, but for us as the church. The things you are
learning and the gifts you are experiencing are for sharing! Take time today to reach out to a friend just to share what
God has been teaching you. You won’t be wasting their time, you will be blessing them!

Closing Prayer
Holy Spirit, you are the giver of life, the light that overcomes, our comforter, our protector, our friend, the one who is at
work proclaiming the good news of salvation and justice, the one who lifts up the hearts of the broken, who tears down
the thrones of tyrants, who brings strength to the powerless. Thank you for loving us, for seeing us, for empowering us.
Help us to live with you day by day.

Note: For the foreseeable future, we will be publishing home liturgies regardless of the status of our Sunday
gatherings. If you would like to offer suggestions, have original contributions (songs, poems, prayers) or would like to
be be part of crafting these liturgies in other ways, please e-mail patrick@elmcityvineyard.org. This week, ECV will
share more ways for us to be together - to be the Church - in this time.
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