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Introduction
We’re gathered today for a special time of remembering. Maundy Thursday is the day we remember the supper Jesus 

ate with his friends before he was taken away by soldiers to be tried in court and then crucified. Jesus and his disciples 

were gathered for a traditional celebration of their ancestors, the Jewish people. The people of Israel had been slaves 

in Egypt, but God was faithful to them and set them free. Each year they observed the Passover to remember God’s 

love for them.

Their gathering would have been special in any year, but this Passover celebration that Jesus enjoyed with his disciples 

was a very special one that we remember on Maundy Thursday.

Tonight, we will reflect, remember, and participate in the story of Jesus’ last night with his disciples through prayer, 

Scripture, handwashing, and communion.

Prayer & Scripture
Prayer: Lord, whether we are far apart, we are still gathered together tonight in the Holy Spirit. Help us to enjoy this 

fellowship, even through the memory of being together and the hope of our reunion. Let the pleasure we take from 

thinking about others turn us towards service for their sake, so that we might be known as your children.

In attendance were Jesus’ twelve disciples and probably lots of other people whose names the Bible doesn’t list. It was 

a party that required a lot of special preparations. 

Before the celebration started, the disciples came to Jesus. They asked him, “Where do you want us to make the 

preparations for you to eat the Passover?” (Mt 26:17). They ran ahead and found a large furnished room in the city 

where they would be able to fit everyone. 

When the time came and everything was ready, they all gathered. They came together to celebrate Passover and 

remember how, many years ago, God had saved them from Pharaoh in Egypt.

Prayer: Lord, we know that you are the God who saves. You have been good to us many times in the past. Be good to 

us again, give us reason to celebrate in your presence with us now. Even when you faced trouble, your first thought 

was for us, your family. We thank you for your great love, that you would draw near to us.

Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied 

around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not 
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know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” (John 13:5-7)

One thing that made Jesus and the disciples’ celebration of Passover unlike every other is because Jesus broke 

tradition. He was their teacher, their leader, and he was God. They loved him, and he was holy. But at dinner, Jesus did 

something that shocked everybody. 

Jesus stood up, took a towel and a basin of water, and began to wash the sweaty, smelly, dusty feet of his own 

followers!

People weren’t sure how to handle this. His disciple, Peter, protested. This wasn’t an appropriate job for their teacher. It 

was lowly work; Jesus had to kneel down on the floor and handle their dirty feet. Surely the students should be washing 

the teacher’s feet! Peter said, “You will never wash my feet.” And to that, Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no 

share with me” (John 13:8). 

These were strong words. Jesus was cleaning their feet, but he was also talking about how people need to have their 

hearts cleaned because of their sins, the way that they hurt other people. Jesus loved people and wanted to make 

everyone clean. He was willing to kneel down in order to make their feet clean, but he was willing to do much more than 

that to make their whole hearts clean.

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I 

have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as 

I have done to you. (John 13:12-15)

Can you imagine how many times in their lives the disciples thought back to this night? It was the last night they spent 

with Jesus before his death. They must have spent so much time remembering the things he had told them, telling each 

other the story of that night, sharing together what it was like to be in that room with their friend, Jesus. And every 

time they remembered this special night, they were also reminded that Jesus had told them to follow his example, to 

love others in the way that Jesus had loved them. That’s what we also want to remember when we celebrate Maundy 

Thursday, that Jesus has loved us, and that Jesus has reminded us to love one another. 

Lord, let us love one another with hearts that are full and warm and clean. Let our love for one another be a taste of 

your love for us.

Handwashing
Prayer: Lord, whether we are far apart, we are still gathered together tonight in the Holy Spirit. Help us to enjoy this 

fellowship, even through the memory of being together and the hope of our reunion. Let the pleasure we take from 

thinking about others turn us towards service for their sake, so that we might be known as your children.

In attendance were Jesus’ twelve disciples and probably lots of other people whose names the Bible doesn’t list. It was 

a party that required a lot of special preparations. 
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Not just your hands, but your whole body and soul have been made clean by the love of Jesus.

Although the disciples didn’t fully understand it on this night, Jesus was going to be arrested, put to death, and would 

then return to life, all for the sake of setting his friends free from sin and giving his new life to them. These are parts 

of Jesus’ story that we remember more in the coming days, on Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

But for tonight, Maundy Thursday, the disciples didn’t know everything that was about to happen. And so Jesus 

patiently explained to them that they should remember how he washed their feet, because he knew it would help 

them understand in the coming days how much he loved them and wanted to serve them.

“Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so 
now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:33-35)
 

At dinner on the night we’re remembering, Jesus “took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the 

disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, 

‘Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” 

(Mt. 26:26-28) 

We call this communion, when we also drink juice and eat bread like the disciples did. When we do, we hear the 

words that the disciples heard, that this is Jesus’ body we are eating, and his blood we are drinking. That must sound 

strange! What does it mean?

Jesus was talking about what he knew would happen the next day-- when he would be crucified, his body broken, and 

his blood shed. Jesus was telling his disciples that this death and resurrection was for them, it was for their sake, it 

was because of his love for them. And even after his death and his resurrection, he would still be with them. Every 

time they would gather together to remember this meal, they would remember Jesus’s death and resurrection until he 

comes again. 

Communion
Take bread and juice and serve it to one another and as you do, say aloud, “This is body of Christ broken for you,” and 

“This is the blood of Christ shed for you.”

Closing prayer: Lord, thank you for meeting with us here in this room. As we prepare our hearts for the days ahead, 

may we live with the reminder that your love is for us, and that we know it most deeply when we join your love for 

the world.

If you’d like to end this liturgy with songs of worship, John Hodges has 
created and performed a Maundy Thursday 3 song worship set for us.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_Y8ZBNhACvZrmpqdQHJXsASoG5wFN_WF

